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Since the close of the Civil War the "laissez-faire" policy of 
economic individualism has tended to create such inequality of 
fortune and power as to undermine the bases of Democracy and 
to threaten the Promise of the Future. Mr. Croly holds a brief 
for the centralization of political power in the hands of the 
Federal Government, for the control by a responsible public 
body of the economic organizations, especially the labor organ- 
izations, and for the gradual socialization of all forms of wealth. 
" If any critic likes to fasten the stigma of socialism in the fore- 
going conception of democracy" the author is "not concerned 
with dodging the odium of the word." Indeed, to a candid 
reader it is difficult to distinguish between Mr. Croly's "con- 
structive Individualism " and the ideals of the conservative state 
Socialists. 



The penalty which the twentieth-century American pays for 
his patriotism is apt to be periodic fits of depression, when he 
considers the number of insoluble national problems. Tariff, 
trusts, socialism, strikes, congestion, crime — present problems that 
harry our souls for solution, and may possibly be solved by our 
great-grandchildren. From these latter-day plagues we turn to 
this book as to the fresh west wind, that blows away our highly 
specialized modern germs, and cools our overheated modern 
houses. We read again the romance of America in the making, 
told not in treaties, battles and bargains, but in the lives of a few 
great Americans. Daniel Boone, hero of many Indian fights, 
discoverer of the Wilderness Eoad ; Thomas Jefferson who doubled 
the territory of the United States to the tune of fifteen million 
dollars ; General Jackson, who covered himself with various shades 
of glory in the acquisition of Florida ; all stand as central figures 
in the drama. Houston, moving spirit in the annexation of 
Texas, Benton in the occupation of Oregon, Fremont in the 
Conquest of California, present another trio, differing in char- 
acter and temperament and yet possessing one great trait in 
common, an overpowering interest in the building up of their 
country. 

These biographies appeared serially in the " Outlook," and have 

now been gathered together in book form.* The final effect of 

* " The Romance of American Expansion," by H. Addington Bruce. 
Moffat, Yard & Company. New York: 1909. 
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the narrative is somewhat impaired by the magazine tradition. 
Details are unnecessarily scanty; events follow one another with 
undue rapidity. The principle of expansion might well have 
been applied to the book, and we close with an unsatisfied desire 
for more— more stories, more adventures, more Americans. 



To the readers who have felt the charm of Professor Lombart's 
facile style, the present volume loses a little in translation. Mr 
Epstein's translation of the sixth (enlarged) German Edition 
of " Socialism and the Social Movement "* is, however, highly to 
be commended for a faithful rendering of the spirit of the orig- 
inal, and for its timely appearance. Assertions as to what So- 
cialism is, and what it is not, greet us at every turn. That this 
■ book has shed much light on these vexed questions for many peo- 
ple and in many lands, is evidenced by the fact that since its first 
appearance in 1896, as a little volume of 130 pages, it has been 
translated into eleven European languages, and expanded to 
almost three times its original size. 

As the title suggests, a distinction is made between Socialism, 
by which Lombart means the "intellectual embodiment of the 
Social Movement," and the Social Movement, or " all the attempts 
at emancipation on the part of the proletariat." The one com- 
prises a body of social, political and economic theories, the other a 
series of attempts to realize these theories in the sphere of practical 
polities. Socialism, itself a reaction against economic rationalism, 
or the " intellectual embodiment " of the ideas of the Capital class, 
has in the last century exhibited a variety of forms. Steeped in 
the doctrines of Eousseau, the Utopian Socialists — Cabet, Fourier 
and Proudhon — preached a "return to Nature" in terms of 
eighteenth-century rationalism. The Anarchists Bakimin, Kro- 
potkin and Jean Grave, find in the State the root of all evil and 
again the only "rational" society, a "natural" one. Against 
the theories of the rational socialism the historical Socialists 
insisted that "the Constitution of any State is not a creation 
of pure reason ; and, therefore, cannot be constructed by any 
set of reformers according to their inclinations. It was rather 
the expression of the existing distribution of power in the State." 
The most recent modification of this historical or scientific So- 

* " Socialism and the Social Movement," by Werner Lombart, trans- 
lated by M. Epstein. New York: E. P. ( Dutton & Company. 1909. 



